A group of local women
open their hearts, homes
and communities to buy
and sell handmade
beads to help Ugandan
women generate income
to raise their families out

of poverty

By CASANDRA ANDREWS
Siafi Reportor

srain drenched the city a few
days ago, more than a dozen
women ga hered in Midtown alter
work to do their part to help oth-
er working women who struggle
daily with poverty, disease and violence in
Alrica.
Pam Johnson, a nurse at Mobile Infirma-
ry, opened her home for two parties to sell
handmade beads in

To learn support ﬂji the Ugan-
dan people who cre-

more about atedthem.

the “A little money

BeadforLife goes along way over
there,” Johnson said.

project orto  “Ten dollars pays the
host a party, rent for amonth.”

Last Thursday eve-
check out ning images of the

the Web site ml:r-:::men flashed on
er television screen
at www.bead as the sounds of tra-
forlife.com ditional African
drumbeats filled her {ront roems.
Hundreds of brightly colored necklaces,
bracelets and bangles were everywhere:
around Johnson's neck and wrist, over{low-
ing from bowls, neatly arranged on the din-
ing room table.
What makes the baubles different from

Plaase see Heads Page 3D »
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made by Ugandan artisans
are the least expensive item
for sale at bead wear parties,
The single-strand baubles
are priced at $5. At left, you
wan't find these beads al
local department stores.
These one-of-a-kind
accessories created by
women beadars in northem
Uganda are priced batwaen
$10 and $30 per strand,
depending on the size of the
piece.







